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This past Sunday was the first Sunday of Advent…can you 
believe it! It is a time of preparation and waiting…a prayerful 
time of reflection and anticipation. Each Sunday in Advent we 
will focus on: Hope, Peace, Joy and Love.  Advent means 
something new is coming. The dawn of a new and better era…
and we can certainly use that “hope” can’t we? Advent is also a 
time to rest and find peace, it is a time to repent, to seek 
forgiveness and to right wrongs. Advent is a “gift” to us and how 
we receive it is our blessing and our “gift” to others – our 
opportunity to show love. It is a time of finding “joy” even in the 
midst of sadness, in the midst of chaos and unrest and bringing 
a little “joy” into the lives of others. 

This week I would like to focus on “gifts”. Not the tangible gifts 
we give and/or receive at this time of year, but the “gifts” we 
possess inside. The “gifts” that have been bestowed upon us by 
God and how we use those gifts to enhance our lives and the 
lives of others. We all have gifts – how we choose to use those 
gifts rests with us. Sometimes we don’t have opportunities or 
means to use our gifts to their full potential – sometimes our 
gifts are never used, which is a loss to us and to others. 
Sometimes we are loathe to share or acknowledge our gifts, or 
even draw attention to our gifts by offering our gifts. We may 
feel that our “gifts” are not good enough or worthy enough to be 
brought forth.  
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This brings to mind the familiar Christmas story of the little 
drummer boy. Have you ever really contemplated the lyrics of 
“Little Drummer Boy”? It's a story about a peasant boy's 
experience of the night Jesus was born. It begins like this: 
“‘Come!’ they told him.  "A new born King to see! Our finest gifts 
we bring to lay before the King, to honour Him when we come’.”  
 
Those inviting the boy to the nativity scene would surely be 
offering their most valuable gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh — none of which the boy has, nor could he afford. Even 
though he has nothing extravagant to offer as a gift, he decides 
to show up. When he arrives at the old barn, walks up to the 
hay-filled manger, and sees that baby Jesus is wrapped in old 
rags, he realizes that Gods' greatest gift to humanity has come 
wrapped in the most humble and unassuming package. 
Standing beside the make-shift crib, the boy musters the 
courage to speak: “Little baby,” he says to Jesus, “I am a poor 
boy, too. I have no gift to bring that’s fit to give a King. Shall I 
play for you on my drum?” He offers his own humble gift - his 
song. This made baby Jesus smile.  
 
We were all born with a gift - a special purpose. The gift that 
God gave to you is what you have to give to others. Are you 
familiar with the word “Dharma”?  Here is one definition I found: 
Dharma is an important Hindu, Buddhist and yogic concept, 
referring to a law or principle which governs the universe. For 
an individual to live out their dharma is for them to act in 
accordance with this law. Dharma is considered to be one of the 
three jewels of Buddhism, alongside sangha and buddha, 
together paving the path to enlightenment. In Hinduism, it is one 
of the four main philosophical principles along 
with Artha, Kama and Moksha. It can also be understood as a 
law of righteousness and satya (truth), giving order to the 
customs, behaviours and ethics which make life possible. The 
implication of dharma is that there is a right or true way for each 
person to carry out their life in order to serve both themselves 
and others. Dharma is closely related to the concepts of duty 
and selfless service, or seva, and is therefore a fundamental 
principle of yoga. Although it can be a challenging concept to 
grasp since it has no single-word English translation, a close 
adaptation is “right way of living”. 

How we live by the guiding light of Christ and the terms of that 
wondrous gift is our dharma, our highest duty. I'm not saying it's 
always going to be easy but it will feel right. Dharma is how we 
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turn our special, unique, god given gifts, talents, responsibilities, 
skills and inspiration into action.  

We live in a “look at me’ culture, where fame and extraordinary 
achievements are so often celebrated. The louder display of 
“gifts” seems to be the ones that get all the attention and the 
quieter gifts…like those of those little drummer boy…are often 
given less importance or notice. We get confused and 
discouraged about our own dharma or our own “gifts” when we 
think it has to be something lofty, grandiose, high minded or like 
somebody else's. Humble dharma isn't about competition, 
comparing yourself to others, ego, or getting credit for service. 

As a priest in the budding parish of Immanuel I don’t have to 
look very far to see “gifts” in action. The church is an 
organization that is undergirded by the gifts and service of our 
volunteers. All around me are examples of how individual gifts 
are enhancing and breathing new life into our parish. In case 
you hadn’t noticed…and I find it hard to believe you haven’t…
we are now being blessed by a small choir of beautiful voices 
that are uplifting and enhancing our Sunday worship at the 11 
a.m. service. This group of volunteers: Heather Brownell, Diane 
Gingras, Pat Kohli, Christine Burton, Bette-Lou Paragg, Kim 
Smith and Pat Lawson are lifting their voices in glorious song 
every Sunday from the balcony above us.  What a wonderful 
gift! We have members who are offering their gifts to 
administration, most notably our treasurer, Pat Hall and our 
envelope secretary, Jenny Williams. Together they share the 
back office in the administrative area and wear a variety of hats 
in helping to further the work and ministry of Immanuel. We 
have our amazing altar guild teams working together under the 
leadership of team leaders and three coordinators: Pat 
Schellhorn, Dawn Gates and Liane McLean. Last week a few 
members from the Ministerial met with this dedicated group to 
help plan the decorating and beautifying of our sanctuary for 
Advent and Christmas, incorporating special decorations from 
each of our legacy parishes. We have volunteers using their 
gifts and talents in creating beautiful items for our craft sale and 
silent auction happening this past Sunday and next. I just 
received a very creative and slightly scary red dragon from the 
talented hands of Father Michael, and an absolutely beautiful 
fabric nativity scene donated by Christine Burton…my office is 
starting to be filled with “treasures”. All this and more come from 
the “gifts” freely and generously offered by members of our 
parish. 
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Never discount your gifts…or think they are not worthy enough 
to be offered. One of the most important things we can do for 
ourselves is to recognize and honour our gifts…no matter how 
big or how small. I find as I get older that I can appreciate my 
gifts a lot more and that I am living into my gifts in new and 
creative ways. I’m learning how to step out of my comfort 
zone…to trust myself and to trust that God is walking beside 
me, encouraging and supporting. Always be ready to accept a 
“gift” – a gift of an offer to help, to take on a task or a project, to 
spearhead a new initiative etc. – we may never know what 
courage it took for that person to offer themselves and their 
“gifts” and how much harm we may do if we ignore or reject 
what they are offering.  

As a priest in a newly formed parish and in a time of COVID, I, 
like my colleagues in ministry have a lot on my plate. Days are 
full with worship planning, meetings, pastoral concerns, pastoral 
responsibilities and numerous “interruptions” that can take me 
down wildly different paths and have me feeling stressed that 
other important and necessary things are not getting done. I am 
not “superwoman” and God reminds me of that on a regular 
basis and He reminds me of the importance of receiving from 
the community of Christ. Like many of you I have difficulty 
sometimes accepting help – accepting “gifts” offered and 
recognizing that I need the help. I admit sometimes my ego gets 
in the way…but when someone comes to you offering their 
help, their gifts, it is their way of building up the Body of Christ, 
using their gifts to not only offer me some much needed relief 
but to meet their need of serving others. 

I am reminded of a similar situation in John 13 when Peter 
refuses to allow Jesus to wash his feet. It’s quite a teachable 
moment. 

He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, do you wash 
my feet?”  Jesus answered him, “What I am doing you do not 
understand now, but afterward you will understand.”  Peter said 
to him, “You shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered him, “If 
I do not wash you, you have no share with me.” — John 13:6-8 

The thing I get about Peter here is the incredulous feeling that 
Jesus, of all people, would stoop to a servant’s role in order to 
wash the feet of his disciples. Peter knew who Jesus was, he 
could probably tolerate the reverse – if he washed Jesus’ feet – 
but the reverse got an immediate objection. While Jesus is 
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We make our offerings, small 
and large,

with the hope and confidence

that all we do,

all we offer

all we say,

all we think,

and all we hope

will take root in this world

and be the source of new 
expressions

of God’s love,

of God’s justice,

of God’s character,

of God’s mission,

and of God’s reign.

May God’s will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven

through us,

alongside us,

despite us,

and for us. Amen.


(adapted from a prayer on 
Mustard Seed)

http://www.wilderness-voice.com/2012/03/prayer-of-mustard-seed.html
http://www.wilderness-voice.com/2012/03/prayer-of-mustard-seed.html
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+13&version=ESV
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exemplifying humility, Peter portrays a false humility. You see, 
having respect for another person, particularly someone greater 
than you, that enables you to withdraw from being served by 
them can be seen as humble. However, true humility is shown 
when one extends himself to be served, even when someone 
greater is doing the serving. In effect accepting with gratitude 
and love the “gifts” that are being offered not only to you but to 
those you in turn serve. 

I sometimes think that I might be a Peter. Letting my pride get in 
the way of accepting gifts that are offered with no strings and in 
the spirit of love and friendship. We all like to think that we are 
“in control”, that we have it “all together” – we don’t like to feel 
vulnerable or heaven forbid weak, and the biggest threat of all…
to appear lazy or not “doing our job”.  

It’s at times like this that God reminds me that I am not in 
control, that sometimes I do need help and there is no shame in 
accepting that help – that “gift”. Sometimes I need “ministering” 
too – sometimes I need to stop and rest and let someone else 
take the lead for a little while. It takes practice and it takes 
humility to receive gifts from others in the spirit that they are 
offered and with a heart full of gratitude not resentment.  

This Sunday, Advent Two, ask yourself what is the 
true gift you have to offer? It doesn't have to be big 
and fancy. It can be simple and from the heart. For 
example, your ability to love others is one of your 
greatest virtues. Or sometimes what's needed most is 
a friend who listens.  
 
As you think of how much a Divine child, wrapped in 
rags, inspired the drummer boy to play his song, and 
has moved the whole world to do their best (knowing 
there is forgiveness), remember that no offering of 
yours is small or insignificant when you play your 
heart out.  
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WOMEN OF THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES PART TWO – A 
BIBLE STUDY IN SCRIPTURE, SHARING, PRAYER AND 
REFLECTION 
Sing to Her a new song of serendipity and shalom, faith finding 
its own way home, love breaking through the ice cold wall of 
introverted pain, hope raised to life again: one world 
sensitivities, passion for possibilities: summer autumn winter 
spring sing of women witnessing, making a difference, making a 
start in owning the seasons of the heart. – Miriam Therese 
Winter 
Hello everyone! We are drawing to a close…just three more 
Thursdays in this session.  We end Thursday, December 16th.  
However…we will begin again during Lent 2022 with Women of 
the New Testament. 

Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82031547365?
pwd=dkU3cThsVk50Mld0NmFreU95cnEvdz09 

Meeting ID: 820 3154 7365 
Passcode: 060710 

PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE IN DATE…IT IS REALLY 
IMPORTANT THAT WE MEET IN PERSON FOR THIS SO I 
HAVE BUMPED IT INTO NOVEMBER IN THE HOPE THAT 
WE MIGHT BE ABLE TO MEET IN PERSON BY THEN… 

THE SINGLE CONNECTION… 
Welcome to “The Single Connection” – a fellowship and 
support group for all singles – widowed, divorced, single by 
choice, etc.- young and “older” – male and female. The 
Reverend Winna Martin will be your facilitator and host. Winna 
is a divorced single mother of two children and grandmother to 
two teenage boys – she knows firsthand the challenges of being 
single in a “couples” society. We will meet once a month 
beginning on Tuesday, January 18th 2022 at 7 p.m. in the 
Immanuel first floor lounge. We will begin with evening 
prayer, followed by a “getting to know you” time and light 
refreshments. It is hoped this will be a time of shared stories, 
laughter and perhaps some tears as we support and journey 
together as “singles” in the Parish of Immanuel. As we form 
connections and start to feel comfortable with each other we 
can explore other events we might enjoy doing together: a 
game's night, going to a movie together, out for a meal 
together…etc.  If you are interested in being a part of The 
Single Connection please let me know at 
martinwinn@gmail.com or call me on my cell 306-536-4308. 
Looking forward to seeing and meeting some of the “singles” in 
the Parish of Immanuel.  Blessings my friends. Winna+ 
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IMMANUEL ADVENT CRAFT SALE… 

Hello Everyone! Our first Advent Craft Sale was awesome with 
some amazing crafts…huge thank you to all who donated and 
for those who helped out…Christine and Zenny Burton who 
have an amazing craft table of beautiful quilts, hangings, 
children’s gifts etc….June Stanton who also has fabulous 
crafts…including unicorn and bull hobby horses, gorgeous 
wreaths, delicate picture angel ornaments to remember a loved 
one etc….we almost sold out of offerings from others..including 
Christmas placements and oven mitts from Dawn Gates but we 
still have some of the wonderful kitchen scrubbers she makes…
beautiful knitting from Joanne Shurvin-Martin and Virginia 
Selby…not to mention a host of other treasures and a NOT TO 
MISS SILENT AUCTION TABLE! The names of the lucky 
bidders will be announced after the 11 a.m. service but we will 
give you a few minutes to top up your bid!  
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Senior’s Coffee is up and running again…and we would 
love for you to join us.  Here are the Fridays we are 
meeting in December:  December 3, 10, and 17 at 3 p.m. 
via ZOOM - the link is below.  I am going to hopefully start 
an in person Friday coffee in January but probably a little 
earlier than 3 and not every week but every other week.  
More details will follow! Stay tuned! 

Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85033350282?
pwd=T2FWYTBaVENmVU5Tc0tNdjlZbnJhdz09 

Meeting ID: 850 3335 0282 
Passcode: 890307 

Christmas Hampers 2021. This year we have the privilege 
of bringing some Christmas joy to 16 families – 10 teen 
mothers and their children in the Balfour Collegiate 
program and 6 families associated with the Sask. Deaf and 
Hard of Hearing Society. 

6 Ways you can be involved:  THERE'S SOMETHING FOR 
EVERYONE TO DO! 
1) pick up a shopping list in the narthex and buy a few things - no 
contribution is too small – be sure to check expiry dates on items. 
Bring donations to the lounge off the narthex anytime from now 
until Wednesday, Dec. 8. 
2) adopt a child to buy a gift for – the list will be in the narthex on 
Nov. 14 . One gift per child should be wrapped and delivered to the 
church by Wednesday, Dec. 8 with a tag showing the hamper #, age 
and gender of the child (hamper #6B, boy 3). 
3) make a donation to Immanuel, clearly marked for Christmas 
hampers - no contribution is too small. Place in the offering plate in 
the narthex.  
4) knit mitts, scarves, or toques for adults and children, esp. young 
children 
5) come on Weds., Dec. 15 at 10:00 a.m. to pack hampers and share 
some Christmas cheer with others.  We need some strong folks to load 
the van for delivery and help unpack the hampers at the receiving end.  
We’re usually done by 1:00 pm  
6) pray that this ministry will touch the hearts and spirits of the 
recipients with God's love, joy and peace. 
-  Margi Hollingshead for the Christmas Hamper committee 
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Please note that there is a Prayer Binder in the Sanctuary by 
the Advent Wreath. Please add your names for those you 
wish prayed for and the person doing the intercessions will 
pray for them each Sunday. If you wish one of our Clergy to 
pray with or for you during this Advent season please let us 
know. 

For our new Bishop-elect, Archdeacon Helen Kennedy; for 
Dean Mike our Diocesan Administrator. For our parish of 
Immanuel - for our wardens Mae Boa and Richard Simpson 
and our new Vestry.  We pray for our partners at Living 
Spirit Centre: Pastor Stewart Miller (Bread of Life), Rev. 
Russell Mitchell Walker (Eastside United), Vicar Patti Sherk 
(Bread of Life) and the administrative assistants: Cheryl 
Conly (Bread of Life) and Becca Dziaduck (Eastside United). 

A final reminder that Sunday School is every Sunday at the 
11 a.m. Service.  We are blessed to have an amazing group 
of volunteers, under the capable leadership of Gwen 
Rupchan. Kids Quest happens every Monday. Please let 
Jenny Williams know if you can help or if you have any 
questions. 

 And….Don’t forget to come and support our wonderful 
children and their volunteer leaders at the Christmas 
Pageant happening at the 11 a.m. service on December 
12th.  I had a sneak peek of Costume fitting this past 
Sunday and you are in for a treat! It’s been a long time 
since I saw the “Christmas magic” of a Pageant and I can’t 
wait!! 
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Readings for Advent 2 - Year C 

Collect  

Almighty God, who sent your servant John the Baptist to 
prepare your people to welcome the Messiah, in- spire us, 
the ministers and stewards of your truth, to turn our 
disobedient hearts to you, that when the Christ shall come 
again to be our judge, we may stand with confidence 
before his glory; who is alive and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  

A Reading from the Book of Baruch. Take off the garment 
of your sorrow and affliction, O Jerusalem, and put on 
forever the beauty of the glory from God. Put on the robe 
of the righteousness that comes from God; put on your 
head the diadem of the glory of the Everlasting; for God 
will show your splendour everywhere under heaven. For 
God will give you evermore the name, Righteous Peace, 
Godly Glory.” Arise, O Jerusalem, stand upon the height; 
look toward the east, and see your children gathered from 
west and east at the word of the Holy One, rejoicing that 
God has remembered them. For they went out from you 
on foot, led away by their enemies; but God will bring them 
back to you, carried in glory, as on a royal throne. For God 
has ordered that every high mountain and the everlasting 
hills be made low and the valleys filled up, to make level 
ground, so that Israel may walk safely in the glory of God. 
The woods and every fragrant tree have shaded Israel at 
God’s command. For God will lead Israel with joy, in the 
light of his glory, with the mercy and righteousness that 
come from him.  

Baruch 5:1–9  

Canticle 19: The Song of Zechariah 
Refrain The dawn from on high shall break upon us. 
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; he has come to his 
people and set them free. He has raised up for us a 
mighty Saviour, born of the house of his servant Da- vid. R 
Through his holy prophets he promised of old, that he 
would save us from our enemies, from the hands of all 
who hate us. He promised to show mercy to our fathers 
and to remember his holy covenant. R This was the oath 
he swore to our father Abraham, to set us free from the 
hands of our enemies, free to worship him without fear, 

�10



NOVEMBER 30, 2021

holy and righteous in his sight all the days of our life. R 
You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, 
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, to give 
his people knowledge of salvation by the forgiveness of 
their sins. R In the tender compassion of our God the 
dawn from on high shall break upon us, to shine on those 
who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, and to 
guide our feet into the way of peace. R Luke 1:68–79  

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Philippians.  
I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly 
praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, 
because of your sharing in the gospel from the rst day until 
now. I am con- dent of this, that the one who began a 
good work among you will bring it to completion by the day 
of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to think this way about all 
of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you 
share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment 
and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. For 
God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the 
compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, that 
your love may over ow more and more with knowledge 
and full insight to help you to determine what is best, so 
that in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, 
having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes 
through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 
Philippians 1:3-11  

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 
Luke. 
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when 
Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was 
ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of 
Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 
during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the 
word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the 
wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan, 
proclaim- ing a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness 
of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the 
prophet Isaiah, “The voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths 
straight. Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain 
and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made 
straight, and the rough ways made smooth; and all flesh 
shall see the salvation of God.’” Luke 3:1–6  
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The Members of the Ministerial and Their Primary Areas of 
Responsibiity… 

Father Michael Bruce (Fellowship, Prayer and Contemplation, 
Digital Ministries - Team Leader of the Ministerial and Regional 
Dean)  
fr.MBruce@gmail.com 
306-591-1124   DAYS OFF: SATURDAY AND MONDAY 

Rev. Winna Martin  (Seniors Ministry, Singles (Divorced, 
Widowed, Singles of all ages), Pastoral Care, Christian Education, 
Mission                                                         
martinwinna@gmail.com 
306-536-4308 (cell) or 306-525-1575 (landline)                    
   DAYS OFF: SATURDAY AND MONDAY 

Canon Susan Page, Deacon (Pastoral Care, Ecumenism) 
306-537-3946 (cell) spage@sasktel.net 

Rev. Alexander (Alex) Campbell (Indigenous Ministry, Truth and 
Reconciliation *Calls to Action)  alex.campbell@hotmail.com 

Pastor Zsofi Schmiedge (Children and Youth, Digital Ministry, 
Stewardship) 
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I hope you are enjoying Around 
the Cross. As editor I am always 
delighted to receive your articles, 
information, pictures, etc. - 
anything you would like to share. 
I do however reserve the right to 
“edit” as appropriate or to not 
publish anything that I deem 
inappropriate. Remember this is 
YOUR Epistle so please send me 
whatever you think our readers 
may enjoy - we would love to 
hear from you!  

God’s richest blessings....Winna+
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